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December 4, Ml. J

Dear Herald: Since I arrived In'
Oil stnto business inattcri have 10

my attention thut 1 hnvo nut
lnul time to write, anil scarcely tlmo
to look at places of autUctciit Interest
to write about. Tlil must bo my
apology lor having nothing better to
offer tliU time.

We reached Washington on the
morning of tho 21th tilt., having
branched off at Cincinnati, instead ol
comingdlrcct by way of Pnrkarsburg,
in order to make a visit to the pretty
llttlo city of Mt. Vernon, Ohio, where
mo spent two pleasant davs, leaving
there In tho afternoon of the 23d
Tho splendid scenery of tho Allc
ghauy and liluo Kldgo motintaliis,
which I have often cuoycd, were
passed In the night.

'Washington City has Immensely
improved in appcaranco sinco 1 last
saw it. Vast sums of money have
been expended upon tho streets, parks
nud public grounds. l'livciucnts
liavo been laid on every street and
iivonue, which wero only graded be-

fore, and a fow of tho principal ones
gravelled. The pavements are the
Nicholson, the concrete or else, tho
famous Seneca sandstone. The work
still goes on, notwithstanding tho
groans of tho outraged taxpayers,
who bear two-thir- d of the expense,
tho remainder being met by congress-lona- l

appropriation. Tho exhorbl-tau- t
luxation has soriously retarded

tho growth uud impaired tho business
of tho city. I asked the proprietor
of the hotel what the citizens gener-
ally thought of Boss Shepherd. It
would hardly bo the proper thing to
give his answer verbatim. It was
short, to tho point, and not at all ele-

gant. It is supposed that Shepherd
uud his associates made moro money
than a si net construction of tho moral
law warranted when Ibey had charge
of tho public expenditures. Such u
biisplciou is not calculated to foster
amicable relations between the tax-

payer and the public servants.
The experiments in the nutter of

city government, mudo under the
present regime, have not proved sat-

isfactory to the rcspcctablo and sub-

stantial element of tho population.
In fact tho disgust and dissatisfaction
nru indescribable, and tho tux-rulu-

pcoplo expect relief from no other
source but congress. They want the
good old Utiles when congress gov-

erned tho city and Undo Sam fur
nished tho purse. They contend that
tho District U the property of the
United Stales, thai the patriotic
pride of the country would be grnli
lied at the speedy and grand dovo'.op
incut of tho national capital, and fur
ther, that it would bo manifestly un-

just for the bona fldo citizens to bear
ull the luxation, or even a considera
ble share of it, while so largo u num-

ber of clllzous of other states, who
never boar any of the burdens of tax-
ation, make tho city their homo only
so long iib they aro supported by fed-

eral patronage. This argument seems
Invincibly strong to those interested,
but in what light it will bo regarded
by congress Is qulto a matter of con-joctur- c.

Anxious to get to tho country,
where I should have a' good opportu-
nity of recovering from tho fatigue
of travel, I deferred visiting tho pub-li- e

buildings until my return to tho
city, which wilt bo in n few days. I
went to tho Treasury department to
visit a lady friend who is engaged In
counting that which is Iho main-
spring of the world. I had tho honor
of an introduction lo Gen. Spinner,
tho United 'States treasurer. When
we entered his room ho was endeav-
oring to convince three ladies, who
desired employment, that lie had no
vacancies in his department. Tho
spokeswoman refused to bo con-

vinced, and montloued a certain room
that was not filled. "My God!
madam," sld tho bluff old gentle-
man, "I can't put a thousand ladies
In airoom that holds only twelve
Even if 1 could, it wouldn't be honost,
ywi fcuow." Tho ladle retreated

and 1 was presented. After a hearty
thakc, he said: "You Missouriaus
have a hard name." Not knowing
what rclcreuco was contained in his
romark whether it was the (to him)
naughty political situation of tho
slate, or what Mr. Schurz will per
sist In calling "lawlessness" uud not
caring to provoka a discussion upon
either of thoso points, I modestly ob
served thut pcoplo often acquired
reputations for which they uro not
responsible. Hero my fair friend
told tho genorul my profession.
"Well," said he, "editors are no worse
than other people. Ministers of the
gospel alouo occupy that position
now. This Is a bad tlmo on the
preachers." From this It might bo
Inferred that his bump of veneration
Is not over-develop- ; and possibly
this is the case, but he is Immensely
popular with every ono who has the
good luck to know him, and his gen
uine good humor and kindness of
heart aro proverbial. Everybody is
familiar witli his signature and !t is
tho common impression (at least it.

was mine) that tho hieroglyphic on
Iho treasury notes that stand. fur his
name are tho result of slow and pains- -

taking labor with tho pen. I was
astonished lo seo him dash It off with
uncommon quickness as he wrote me
a pass lo visit tho rooms occupied by
tho Division of Issues, Hero ull the
money Issued by tho government is
counted. I hurried out of It as soon
as politeness permitted, for I can
conceive of no sight moro tantalizing
lo a country editor thou thoso huge
piles of nice, new, crisp greenback.

Marlborough, tho countv scat of
(lib county, whither business called
mo a few days ago, is a quaint old
village of some 11 vo hundred i nimbi
tauts. Us record date back to about
the year 1640, being tho third plnco
settled In the statu of Maryland. Its
business men are Hot enterprising
anpugli to adapt themselves to the
new condition of things consequent
upon tho abolishment of slavery, and
do not thercfoio retain the trade of
orcu tho immcdlato neighborhood.
They seem content with tho custom
of thoso who cannot go elsewhere,
and enjoy a kind of fossil existence,
The two excellent papers published
there, tho Gazette and Prince Gear-ffia- n,

uovcr contain a home advertise
ment, but aro crowded witli the iuvl
talions of tho merchants of Haiti-mor- e,

Washington and Alexandria,
to Iho citizens of this county to come
nud deal witli them. Marlborough
has an unfortunate location, being
crowded between (he hills and ndju
cent to a largo swamp, which affords
an Inexhaustible amount of malaria.
Malarial diseases aro very common
here ; more to than any other class of
disorders, except pulmonary com
plaints. In common with Delaware,
New Jersey, eastern Pennsylvania,
New York nud tho New England
slates, consumption rages hern, cuus
ing, to Prcf. Donaldson of Baltimore,
twenty per cent, of tho deaths. Tho
cold, changeable climate is considered
by him togrcatly iutlucnco tills result

In going to Daltlmaro on Monday
I had tho pleasure of meeting on tho
cars mv oldlrlcnd, Capt. Wells, of
tho Port Tobacco 'J lines, which tho
Herald claims as ono of lis most wcl
coma exchanges. The Captain Is an
earnest advocate of Iho ti ne political
faith, and has been nbly battling for
It through his Jouruitl tor moro thun
thirty years.

I havo just returned from a visit of
inspection to the llouso of Reforms
tion for colored children, situated
about thrco miles off. This iustitu
tion was created to meet a wont that
was deeply felt. The colored popu
latiou la very largo In this state. Ft

vicious youths aro debarred by the
terms of its charter from admission
Into tho llouso of Refuge, nud consc
quently the penitentiary nud county
jails wcro filled willi Ihemi This wns
toll to bo unjust null unwlio. A'ftor
much exertion' on the part of thoso
Interested in thcproventloii of crime,
n charier was procured In tho year
1870, and 910,000 appropriated by th

.Utato contingent upon tketubscrlp

tion by private parlies of $30,000.
An nctlvo canvass secured $10,000
moro than tho required nmottut. In
187'.'3 $10,000 wcro appropriated by
tho stnto and tho city of Baltimore,
making a total of $90,000. There aro
already erected thrco largo handsome
buildings, and others will follow ns

fast ns they can bo constructed. Tho
main building Is thrco stories high
with basement, and shows a front of
ono hundred and forty-eig- feet. It
contains tho superintendent's resi-

dence, offices, assembly room, dining
room, etc. Tho other buildings con
tain school rooms, dormitories, cells
for the refractory inmates, etc. Work
shops will soon bo erected for the
teaching of tho various trades. Tho
buildings aro being erected under the
admirablo management of tho super
intendent, Gen. Jon u W. Horn, an

lllccr in every way fitted for the po
Itlon. For six years ho wns warden

of Iho Maryland penitentiary, and
from costing tho slnto hundreds of
thousands of dollars annually he
brought it tobe nearly

Nearly every one flatters himself
that ho can determine, more or loss
accurately, tho character of (he mind
by tho countenance, but I hud my

te ns a physiognomist sadly
lowered to-da- y. Ituturulug from tho
llouso of Reformation, 1 rode by
Cheltenham station, where an Epis-
copal church Is In process of comple-
tion. From Iho uppcarauco of tho
building, 1 judged tho minister lo
belong to the advanced high-churc- h

party. I addressed mysult to the
most intellectual-lookin- g of tho car
penters, uud asked him if tho church
would havo a resident minister, lie
replied that he didn't know ; that
llev. Mr. Gordon of (Jiooin hud the
church built. "Is he n high-churc- h

man ?" "Yes, I think he's u big man
among 'cm." Thinking lo mako my
meaning plulner, 1 put tho qusstlou
in another form : "Is he n ritualist ?

'Oh, yes, ho lives all by himself; ho
ain't married nud ain't likely to."

Good evening, sir; I am very much
obliged for tho information."

.J. A. M.

HECTION.tl, SCHOOL. DOK.
Editors Jlcruld: 1 notice in tho

new school luw a provision requiring
tho presidents of tho boards of edu
cation in tho several counties of the
stato to meet at Iho county scats of
their respective counties, to udopt a
system of school books which shall
continue ns a standard system for live
years, and by which teachers and pa
trons tiro to bo governed.

I consider tills law just and appro
priate, nud ono that has been' long
needed In this country, nud Lincoln
county hi particular. Hero now is
room for both reform nud improve-
ment. Every person who has ironu
to a variety of teachers, knows ho
had to get u vnrloty of books. This
teacher wanted tho book that pur-ha-

he used to study, say along tlmo
ago, when ho wus ahoy; and another
hud altogether different Ideas, and
must have a book that would conform
to them, and Iho couscquonco wns tho
pupil's book box, and not his head,
wus filled with learning. This law
wl'.l soriously affect this part of the
program mo.

Now as n variety of authors and
books havo been Introduced Into the
schools, so luvo 8oino of tho basest
of falsehoods. Books that otijrht to
bo treated with contempt havo been
placed Into tho hands of tho deltcato
child to contaminate its mind, and
make it, instead of a storehouse of
useful kuowlcdge, ono of vice nud or
ror. This is owing mainly nud almost
entirely lo tho use of norlhorn school
books, Our publlo schools have bceii
crammed for so long with thoso bonks,
that ninety-nin- e out of overy hun-
dred children, nnd abo'ti thai fas many
pntrous, havo formed Iho idou thut
they aro 'entirely dependent, upon
northern authors and. publishers for
ull Iho correct information thai they
over expect tp got. i lie child, if at
tonllvc, notices whero 'Ids book is
published; lib finds all of hit books
northern, and of courso if ho forms
an opinion of our two sections. It

will be an extremely poor ono that
ho forms of tho one lu which ho lives.
Thcro are southern publishing housos,
and tho' publish good books books
that fcro written by men of fine tal-

ent, nud why not use them? Thcro
nro men who hnvo tho greatest of
hostility to northern institutions,
who condemn what they term the
Yankee government of tho north,
that quietly and tamely submit to
these books and nllow their contents
to Do forced into tho brains of their
children. And why, oh, our fathers,
do you allow this to bo dono? Aro
you nut aware that these very princi-
ples which you abhor arc forming tho
very masonry ns It were of your
child's education? Still day after
day you ore submitting to It. Truly
may this question bo placed among
the unanswerable. That very know!
edge which many n man is laboring
lo give his child, if he were to con i
slder deeply for only a fow minutes,
he would snatch it away as if it were
a poison.

1 do dot pretend to say this evil
tendency extends to all northern
books; but I shall opposo them when
corresponding southern books can
bo had. As fur ns arithmetic, nlgo
bra, grammar, etc., aro concerned
their principles nro the same, north
or south, simply because sectionalism
cannot bo introduced to any ndvan
luge; but lu (hose books whero it
can be Introduced lo advantage, it is
inserted nud is always wholly in tho
favor of tho north. This runs to a
degree more or less In most nil north
ern literature, and nowhere Is it moro
appnrcnt than in their histories. Tho
question, where shall wo got u reliable
history of Iho United Slates? may bo
classed with tho questions above
Now 1 do not pretend to know all
about northern histories, but as I have
been engaged us a teacher for. some
fo,w years, I pretend to know several
parts of soveral histortos that I havo
taken particular pains to examine.
In many of these purls I havo found
in tho author want of veracity, nud a
strong disposition to view thing
from only ono side. Now under Ih!
head 1 will notice one book more par
ilculurly. This is tho popular nud
writ known history of S. G. Good-- .
rich. I do not know of n more weak,
narrow, false, contemptible history
than this. Still it is largely used in
our schools, nud I havo heard it
hinlad, nnd hnvo reason to believe,
that it will receive strong support lu
our county convention.

I hnvo not heard much about thnt
convention, but thcro seems to be a
tendency to advocato the books thnt
havo been and aro now used. This
is very good, provided tho directors
glvo those books a fair and impartial
examination, nnd they suit their
views. But here, now, is n book
which if any fair minded man will
examine, ho will kick it with con
tempt into tho fire. This Goodrich
is tho man that goes by tho iiamo of
l'clcr Parley. Peter Parley has writ-
ten a great many uico llttlo stories
for children, nnd is well suited for
that; but when ho pretends lo write

history of our country for our
youths to rend nnd study, ho is as
much out of his sphere as was Iho
littlo tond that tried to swell lo the
magnitude of an ox.

This would-b- o historian nnd great
simpleton magulnos littlo puritanic l

deeds lato great wonders, but takes
euro to leavo out of his book their
grcnt deeds of deviltry. But if you
want t itoi sick of this so -
lied, would-b- o Herodotus, just read
Ids causes of our lato war. They
need no comments here, ns every unit
can get Iho book, rend nnd Judgo for
himself. But this Goodrich only ex-

presses what many other norlhorn
historian Imlf-wu- y express, nud why
should wo prefer ono moro than an-
other.

I nni not lu favor of sectionalism.
I would givu ns littlo heed lo a llary
southern history us In Ibis ono. What
wo want I a correct, Impartial his-tor- y

of tho United Stales, minus the
lalo war. It that bo incorporated by
Ijieso (voi',4-b- e .historian ntiyhow,
1 am lu favor of the ono thai has some
seuiblanoo to iho truth. But we have
usod northern books for numbers ol
years;; now let . us havo a euango.
Let ofery fair uiludcd aud luWlllgeut

man work, and work might and main
for southern publishing houses, and
by this means teach his children tho
great nud important fact that Iho
nor t item section at our country iloen
not contain nil ef tho Intelligence of
this great and broad land.

Tuero will be no lack of books for
discussion, for Iho country hu been
lor mo past row months literally
stocked wilh northern ndvortiscmcuiH
n Iho form ol immnhlcts. etc. Thov

tiro almost equal to tho vermin in tho
uuysjoi J'haroah in numbors,' while in
character thoy.nro a great deal worse.
Wilson, HinKlcK Co., Harper Uro.,
Barnes It Co., and so on, ud infinitum,
havo never ceased sinco they Icurnctt
tho Dussniro of tho law. rctrnrdliiL'
school books to favor tho pcoplo wild
iiicir prcsoius, nnii they aro dealt ott;
lo tho nconln almost by the curt load.
But bowaro ot these, uud bo not de
ceived. Wo should bo careful to
iimko no hasty opinions respecting
ihnm.

Thus far I hnvo fortunately bnd tho
iilcasuro of uultiuir tho numnhlot t
one southern publishing house, which

ucneve is nui generally Known
that of John I. Morion & Co. of
Louisville In lookinir over ihnh- -

cninioguc, i nouca mo mimes oriliuuv
school book, and among these But
ler's grammar, jnow I liko thW
grammar, principally because it U
gotten up by southern publishers. 1;
is a grammar Hint has been long uud
successfully used lu innuv parts m
our county, nud has, ns far ns 1 know,
given entire satisfaction. There arc
soiuo good things in other grammar,
of course, Hint aro not in this, but
men mere is something in this which
Is not in others. Taken nltosrathrr. 1

do not think wo could better this de
partment hy a change.

iowuc s mathematics is nubllshml
here, but whatever system ol arith-
metics uud algebras wo adopt, wo
should not overlook tho geometry ami
trigonometry of Hint eminent Prof.

Chauvcuct of St. Louis. As for
utility nud deep lenriiluir ho tirobnhlv
bus no superior in tills country, Buy
uud Robinson not excepted.

V heat ley's rhetoric uud logic nro
very good bonks, published by Mor-
ton & Co. Tho Inst ot these 'is well
known to many of our students.

Webster's speller and dolluer In
also published by tills company, iih
well us lu tho north. . Whether pub-
lished In tho north or in Iho south,
Mvurjr ono should aim to tccuro their
universal adoption.

But tho thing wo need most from
Iho south a history Is not pub-
lished bore, nor do I know of n south-
ern history published unvwhere.
This is tho tiling tho convention
should look lo with tho greatest In- -
icrcsi. iviiow ltisi whnt von nro fn .

tcning noon this countv for tho nvr
flvo ycurs. Examine carefully over-hlstor-

y

proposed, nud verv. vcfV
carefully I ho accounts of iho Into
war. Of tho northern histories thnt.
nro bol'oro tho pcoplo for coiislderu- -

!on, i am inciiueu to think that
Burun';is tho best. I have noi'scou lilt
new edition, but In his old edition ho
scorns to shun ns best ho can that
northern prcjudlco and hatred which
so characterizes thoso books. In Ids
review or tho war ho I reals vm--

lightly tho causes. Ho docs not call
the southorn peoplo rebels, nnd trai-
tors, nnd llrc-onlo- r, like tho most of
thoso bigots, but simply by tho names
they chuso for themselves confeder-
ates. Some history, f courso, will
bo adopted, but oh, our fathers, for
Heaven's snko deliver us from thai.
Infamous, ubouilunhlo Black Republi-
can concern tot S. O. Goodrich.

Respectfully,
Stvdrns.

MAsonio Cuikuiiatiok. The Ma-son- ic

lodgo at this place will havo it
publlo installation of officers hero on
tho '2Gth lust. Preparations aro now
being madoby tho members to render
tho affair a grand ono. Rev. L. It,
Downing of Clarksvltlo will deliver
an oration ; and then will caino tv

fonit of good things, so that thoso
who do not onjoy the dazzling regalia
may Iho fatlad turkeys, lambs, ote. Jt
will doubtless bo a laugnltkcut affair

Concert Tho pnpils of the Trov
publlo mid high sohool will glvo an
ujilerlainiuput at the publio school
hall on Friday evening, December 18.
Tha program Will consist of music,
dlalognos and staluum Admission
25 items.

Srnt ui'. Ilehry lihmtos was ar-

retted njdiort tlmo since for stealing
some clothing. Ho wns tried boforo
Judge Edwards last Thursday, cnu-vlet-

ami sonloncod to two years in
tho penitentiary.'

, Tho folly ot working tho roads In
tut fii is clearly exemplified by ihoir
oendiUou sluco tho receul rains ami

. fll. ....Il I.... . . r.... .
i "u"i win urw uai w um luur


